[bookmark: _gjdgxs]EXTRAORDINARY OBJECTS FOR ORDINARY DAYS
200 Years of Plating in Poland
From Private and Museum Collections 
- new exhibition at the Museum of King Jan III's Palace at Wilanów!

A table covered with vases piled on pedestals, richly decorated platters, cake stands and baskets are a hallmark of interior design, both aristocratic and bourgeois, in the 19th and early 20th centuries. Precisely made plated vessels, dozens of cutlery with various designs and surprising functions unknown today, figurines and table decorations, and even furniture - over 1,200 exhibits will be on display at the exhibition "Extraordinary objects for oridinary days. 200 Years of Plating in Poland. From private and museum collections" at the Museum of King Jan III's Palace at Wilanów from 29 November 2024.

"The objects have been arranged according to their purpose. We have objects used in the toilet, for example: mirrors, bowls, jugs. There are also those that were produced for followers of different religions. The exhibition will also feature office equipment: inkwells, blotters, paperweights, nib containers,” says Dr. Joanna Paprocka-Gajek, curator of the exhibition.

When plating - creating objects from metal alloys (copper, zinc and tin) covered with a layer of precious silver -  was invented in 1743, the demand for various household appliances and tableware, which were offered at very  affordable prices, increased. The range of items expanded along with fashion and the growing interest in ornate vessels, which over time became everyday objects. Thanks to their shiny, silver coating, they not only added splendor to the table, but also raised the standard of home furnishings. Even with frequent use, they maintained their perfect appearance, being easy to clean and refresh. Wealthy townspeople and aristocrats imported plated vessels from England and France. This included owners of Wilanów - Duchess Marshal Izabela Lubomirska, Count Stanisław Kostka Potocki and other members of the family.

"The exhibition will feature tableware with the Potocki coat of arms, which was made to order. The difference in price between silver and plated tableware was tempting even for them. And the plated ones did not lose any of its splendor," emphasizes Dr. Joanna Paprocka-Gajek.

Two hundred years ago, in 1824, a craftsman from France - Alfons Fraget obtained a patent from the Polish government for the production of plated items. His initiative was supported by favourable government loans and tax relief for the new type of craft, in  exchange for training Polish craftsmen in this field among other things. The two largest and longest operating silver plate factories in the Polish territories under Russian rule were established in Warsaw, both belonging to Józef Fraget and Wincenty Norblin.
Plated items, also known as "Warsaw silver", quickly gained popularity even far beyond the borders of the country. Today, they have become collector's items, thanks to which many of them - from those in perfect condition, still in use, to those damaged and forgotten - have survived to this day.

Of the hundreds of objects included in the exhibition "Extraordinary objects for oridinary days", many come from private collections. By sharing their collections, enthusiasts of plated items reveal the diversity and richness of the offer of metal utility items. Plated vessels are also a testimony to changes in the customs of the elites and all those who wanted to follow the etiquette and fashion in the 19th and early 20th centurie.

The exhibition "Extraordinary objects for oridinary days. 200 Years of Plating in Poland. From private and museum collections"" will be available at the Museum of King Jan III's Palace at Wilanów from November 29, 2024 to August 3, 2025.
Let us add that the exhibition "Not only Art Nouveau in the Norblin, Buch Brothers and T. Werner company products" will soon open at the Norblin Factory Museum. It will present objects belonging to collectors who have also enriched the Wilanów exhibition.

[bookmark: _Hlk189642134]The co-organizer of the exhibition at the Museum of King Jan III's Palace at Wilanów is the Muzeum Sztuki Złotniczej a branch of the Muzeum Nadwiślańskie in Kazimierz Dolny.

Exhibition curators:
dr Joanna Paprocka-Gajek, Museum of King Jan III's Palace at Wilanów
Aniela Zinkiewicz-Ryndziewicz, Muzeum Sztuki Złotniczej a branch of the Muzeum Nadwiślańskie in Kazimierz Dolny

Honorary patronage: French Embassy in Poland
Exhibition partner: Norblin Factory Museum
The exhibition was created thanks to the financial support of the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage.
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