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THE SET OF OBJECTS USED
IN THE PARLOUR GAMES IN WILANOW

Iay discuasing the preserved set of parlour gamss this article
aims to enrich our knowledge about that part of life of Wilandw ow-
ners which they devaoted to entertainment,

"The Memcirs from the Times of John Sobieski" written by Kazi-
mierz Sarnecki introduce us to the atmosphere of the royal court
where the parlour games and plays were treated as the most noble
entertainment serving both, physical and spiritual rest and they
played an important part in the cultural and diplomatic life, An
inventory made after king John II1°s death which describes anly
the fragment of the heritage contains the descriptions of very va-
luable chess cases being king = favourites and of egqually valuable
draughts cases. Quite often a case with "draughts" contained the
bogards for three games: the draught-beard, the whirl-koard and the
tiic=-trac board and also pawns used in all those games. That gave
one commen name to all those games, as itn the case of the preser-
ved "John III s chess-board" (Fig. 66-68).

An equally nice entertainment, especially in queen’ s rooms,we-
re the card games, mostly of the French type. The most peopular we-
re piguet, "pasz® and "two cards® games. In Sarnecki’s memcirs  we
also read apout lottery and "gooze" game. The menticoning of the
second game is one of the earliest in Burope. We are intrigued by
the names of the games which are guite unknown nowadays, such as
"bassade" brought to Wilandw in February 1694 by count Denhsff  or
"mathematic caskets" with "mathematis tricks" inside.

There were special tables for the games in the royal rocms, a.
g. the one menticned in the inventory from the year 1896 - a  sil-
ver table with a chess<board on top. They representad furniture
which appeared in all Buropean residences in the end of 17th cen-
tury, namely, the special typss of tables for games with tops  co-

vaered with decorative plates, often of a complicated canstructiaon
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ag in the case of such games as "bille", "biliards" or "trou-mada-
me". The tops of the card tables were usually covered with grean
woollen eloth or leather,

After August the Second arrived in Poland the character of the
royal court changed and the elements of Saxon and French culture

became visible.

The programmes of entertainments suggested by the K ing were
connected with the participation of the whole courts in its: full
splendour and the entertainments sometimes lasted for more then

ten days. The representatives of aristocracy and noebility toock part
in everyday performances, balls and card games: pharac, “tryszak”,
"éwik", macac or outdoor games.

The change of customs required architectural changes. Palaces
were eguipped with theatre halls, salons for chamber games and the-
re also appeared some new park buildings. Changes of that kingd hap-
pened also in Wilandw. The daring programme of rebuilding the pa-
lace for August the Second resulted only in the Big Drining Room,
called the White Room and, probably, the biliards room. Both,Zofia
Denheff and hugust the Second equipped palace rooms with English
and Saxon sets of games tables, such as "table de £ri", "table de
quadrille” or "table de brelon". Some of them have been preservad
in Wilandw collection. Izabella Lubomirska”s inventeory from  the
year 1753 mentioned, among others, "trou madame" and "biliards"®
which had their separate rooms.

Intellectual games, especially chess alsc had their fans. The
inventories give the descripticn of a richly inlaid casket with the
pawns decorated with obverses and reverses of occasional medals
and valuable prints of original coin stamps,

The successive owners of Wilandw gradually enriched the eguip-
ment of the palace with objects of French and English origin and
alsa with specimen of Eastern art or its imitations. One of the in-
teresting objects here iz a folded table with a three-part top from
the second half of 18th century. It was used for piguet and the
Frengh version of "damier" (Fig. 69).

Another interesting example is a Japanese casket for "tric-
trac" decorated with inlays and brocade lacguer and finely engra-
ved counters made of pearl substance,

The latest of the preserved chiects is 19th century unidenti-
fied zet of three boards with painted miniatures of symbolical me-
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aning which was probably one of the versicns of fabulised yames on
historical subjects, which were very popular during the partitions

of Poland.
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66. Chess-board belonging to John IIT Sobieski

67. Sobieski’s *chess-board’ in unfold position: the lid and the bottom
side contain another board for playing 'mtynek’

68. Inner side of unfolded ’chess-board’ containing board for
playing ’tric-trac’
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