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THE COLLECTION OF DRAWINGS
FROM THE OLD WILANOW COLLECTION
IN THE NATIONAL LIBRARY IN WARSAW

In the year 1%32 Adam Branicki handed the state authorities the
contants of Wilandw valace library together with the egquipment
which contained, besides the book collection, nld prints, FLATLE =
cripts, ﬁaps and music notes as well as the collection of drawings
and engrawings and the archive materials. Thus, those valuable ex-
hibits became the property of the National Library in Warsaw and
they shared its tragic fate during the Second World War, when some
of them got lost or destroyed.

The subject to our analysis, the collection of drawings from Wi-
landw collection was the one to suffer the least losses as only for=
ty three works got leost. After the war the inventory work was car-
ried and in result of it we know the number of exhibits in that col-
lection. It contains 2106 drawings (including 1404 bound in 19th -
century into 122 factices albums and three sketchbooks). The collec-
tlen is interesting not only because af its great documentary and
ieonographic walue but, meost of all, because of the works of out-
standing painters, illustrators and architects such as: 5. B. 2ug,
Ch. P. Aigner, V. Brenna, F. B. Rastrelli. The founder of this caol-
lection was Stanislaw Kostka Potoeki (1755~1821), the owner of Wi-
landw, the patron of art, art critie, writer, archeoleogizt and ar-
chitecture admirer. His scientific and artistic activity was the
subject of many publications.

The first stage of work on the catalogue of those drawings un-
dertaken by the author of this article was the detailed analysis of
the source materials existing in the Archive of Wilandw Library (The
Section of 0ld Prints of the MNatienal Library). They are mainly the
inventories, also called catalogues or portfolics and notes.

The earliest documents are the notes and inventories from Sta-
nisiaw Kostka Potocki’™s time, but they do not comprise the whole

collection. The first inventory which seems to comprise the whole



66

collection of drawings is cdated 1834, when Wilandw belonged to Po-
tockl s son Aleksander. It is entitled "The General Inventory of
Drawings Divided into Schools and belonging to the Study of Fine
Arts in the Wilandw Palace..." and there is signature and the date:
wWillandw, 2ZZnd January 1834 Kokular. There also exists the copy aof
this inventory made by Wilandw lib:arian Piotr Kustowski. Both do-
cuments give more detailed description of the collection and they
contain some pencil remarks nentlening the schools to  which the
artists belonged. A few years later (probably in 1838} ancther ca-
talogue was prepared. It was written in French and entitled 'Eata-:
logue Des Dessins des Maitres des differentes ecoles anclennes at
Modernes gui se trouvent dans le Cabinet des Beaux Arts a Villand
The fullest and the most detailed catalogue of the collection was
made by hleksander Potocki himself in the years 1840-1845, It is a
sort of draft (with no title) and has the sign of many cerrections
made by Potocki as wel' as notes concerning the drawings,.Those no-

tes tell us about ' .e content of the drawings, sometimes give quo-
tations of writings and signatures and they give the precise des-
cription of the technigues applied by the artists. All these sour-
ce materials are very valuable in identifying the authers and the
origin of the drawings from the old Wilandw Palace Library.
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