Tomasz Mikocki

STANISEAW KOSTKA POTOCKI'S COLLECTION
OF ANCIENT SCULPTURE AND VASES

II'I‘]‘wa second half of the 18th century in Poland saw the beginning
of interest in antiquity caused not only by fashion coming fram
France and England, but also by tradition and clese links betwean
pur culture and the anclent civilization of Greece and Rome. This
interest found expression in a larger number of trips to the Medi-
terranean and in artistic and collecting activity.

The collection of classical art at Wilandw came into being in
two stages, thanks toc two owners of the palace. Its bulk was acqu-
ired in the late 18th and early 19th centuries by Stanisfaw EKostka
Potocki. In the second half of the 19th century this collection was
anlarged by the latter s grandscn, August Potockil and his wife &-
leksandra née Potocka. S. K. Potocki lived at the time when the
first Polish collections of classical art originated, for example
those of King Stanislaus Augustus Poniatowski, Izabela Lubomirska
and Helena Radziwill. However among them the Wilandw collection dis-
tinguished itself owing to its largest set of ancient vases and to
its definite programme which combined the decorative with the di-
dactic character. This was definitely S. K. Potocki’s contribution.
He acguired both vases and sculptures thanks to purchases in the
course of his numerous travels in Italy, Germany, France and Eng-
land, and alse owing to his own discoveries during archaeological
excavations conducted at Noli near Waples. Together with his wife
he purchased several items from the estate of the deceased king.
He accormodated his collection in the palace and in the gothic gal-
lery that he had built in 1802.

His activity was continued by the above mentioned August and
Aleksandra Potocki who enlarged it through three purchases: of va-
ses bought from the Mikorskis of Siubice in 1853, of coins hought
in 1857 from the estate of Franciszek Potocki, and of sculptures
bought in 1858 in Rome. They alsc rearranged the display of the
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collection. The vases and their copies were placed in the Etruscan
Cabinet, some of the sculptures adorned the Grand Vestibule, and
the majority of details of ancient reliefs were transferred to the
Lapidarium. According to B. Tkaczow, all reliefs come from the Ro-
man expedition of the Potockis. Mozt af the sculptures amassed in
the second half of the 18th and in the 19th centuries have survi-
ved until today in the Wilandw collection.

From the point of view of today s classical scholar, the col-
lection as a whole should be regarded as inferior, Of the 25 items
of sculpture in the Lapidarium, only five are antique heyond  any
doubt (Fig. 44), elght constitute combinations of old and modern
elements (Flg. 43) cor else their ancient origins are doubtful (Fig.
43) . The remainder are modern classicist portraits and imitations.
Scme of the reliefs, too, are 18th and 19th century imitations. Hei
do not know, however, whether the ccllectors considered them au-|
thentic or whether they consclously purchased classicist items. In
any case the remalning sculptures, probably bought by Potocki in
Italy and England, include some that are excellent genuine - Roman
portraits which considerable enhance the value of the collection.
1t should be remembered that at that time the collectars had a dif-
ferent attitude to the works they ammased and that thelr knowledge
of the subject was much inferlor to ours. Also Potocki's attitude
to the works he collected was changing as he acquired more know-

ledge of classical art. At the beginning for erample, he collect-

ed vages to decorate his library. Later he amassed them in order

to demonstrate the historical development of this branch of art.
The knowledge he galned in the course of amassing his collection
served as a basis for a sericus academic study that he wrote, "C
sztuce u dawnych czyli Winckelmann pelski®, while the callection
was opened to the public in 1805 in a new museum in the palace.



T. Mikocki, p. 75—76

L

e
-
-

i

-
il

43. Statue of a woman with trumpet
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44, Head of a man
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